WOMONSPACE 


our voice in the lesbian community 


THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Editorial ~ 


Although it's not official yet, 
there's a good chance Womonspace 
Dances will be moving to the Bonnie 
Doon Hall in September. If we are 
lucky enough to get it, we will have 
made a great step forward in recog- 
nizing the needs of the physically 
challenged in our community. 

The Bonnie Doon Hall is wheel- 
chair accessible and so are two of 
it's washrooms. For those of you 
whose hearing is impaired or who 
simply don't like loud music, the 
hall is divided into two adjoining 
halls - one for dancing and one for 
a quieter bar or or dining area. 


Let's ‘face it, It's impossible 
for any one hall to meet the needs 
of everyone. The Bonnie Doon Hall 
is old, but hopefully the $35,000 
in renovations they have planned 
for the place will remedy many of 
its image problems. The location 
is central and those of you living 
in the outlying areas will have to 
drive or bus further. 

However, from the point of view 
of the physically challenged, I 
hope the Hall will be seen as a 
great improvement over the Highlands 
with its many steps. Whatever your 
needs, please give this consideration 
before you pass judgement and give 
it a: chance. You might. likewise 


Deborah 
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EDMONTON ROUGHNECKS RECREATION ASSOCIATION 


players and the heavy financial bur- 
den of attending the games. 

However, plans are in the works 
for fielding another womyn's team in 
the Edmonton Volleyball Association 
City League this fall. Players:as 
well as a coach for the womyn's team 
are needed. 

If you are interested in playing 


AUT GU Sie 


on or coaching a womyn's competitive 


...on our way! 
volleyball team, please contact Dan 


Siro 17 at -435=2513) 
EDMONTON ROUGHNECKS Dan 
Two Months To Go. 
Two months remain before the Edmon- ® @ GSDOBSSO8SSG0GO06°' 
ton Roughnecks go for it in San Fran- B NO JULY DANCE ( 
isco at the Gay Games II. 
Bercy @ There will be no Womonspace dance’ ‘| 


Fund raising continues throughout : ; 
June and July and the continued sup- @ in July. We are taking a much needed | 
port of the Community is still needed. vacation, but will be back in se 
So far community support has been gS at the Riverdale Community Hall (9231 - 
great and the Roughnecks would like 2) 100 Avenue) for a special summer dance. 


to thank all those who have given ® There will be womyn's music and 
their support. dancing in the outdoor patio area 


The Roughneck's Womyn's team has (weather permitting). See you there 
had to withdraw from the competition, @ in August: 
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PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED LESBIANS: 
The Challenge For All Of Us!! 


Yes, it is true that by the stan- 
cards of most people I am considered 
to be physically challenged and I am 
also a lesbian. I was born with de- 
formities to both hips and therefore 
some restructuring was in order and 
as a result my left leg is shorter 
than my right leg and I have limited 
range of motion on the lower part of 
my body. 

Questions often asked are: a). Was 
it polio? No. b). Are your knees and 
thighs connected together? No. c). 
Are you considering more surgery? Yes, 
it is in the future plans. d). Don't 
you wish you could walk or move like 
everyone else? Sometimes. 

I mean it would be really nice if 
I could be a trained dancer, figure 
Skater or gymnist, as I feel I have a 
sense of rhythm and love music. How- 
ever, there are also a lot of other 
people who would like to be able to 
do these same things and haven't been 
able to do so. 

I'd love to be able to ride a bike 
so that I would have an alternate self- 
powered form of transportation to get 
around the city in, but my hips stop 
me from that so I use the other most 
common form of transportation - walk- 
ing. Walking is tougher for me in 
deep snow, ice, through puddles of 


deep water and on uneven ground, but 
then walking through deep snow and on 
ice are difficult for most of us. 

I can walk fairly long distances 
without tiring and only stiffen up if 
I haven't been showing up for my Aqua- 
size classes regularily or stretching 
to keep up my flexibility. The only 
time pain seem to be coming now is 
when I am in a damp area or there is 
a weather change going through or if 
I had a really bad fall and that only 
happen's twice a year. 

I used to feel that because I was 
physically challenged I wouldn't be 
good at anything physical. Those 
ideas changed when I realized I liked 
to dance and people would ask me to 
dance. I have also taken a self-defense 
course and carried on to the point of 
taking training to be an instructor - 
something I will be completing in the 


near future. In addition, I joined 

a fitness center and took aerobics 
and weight training fairly extensive- 
ly for eight months and then lost 
interest, but kept up in Aqua-size 
classes. 

I have more self-confidence in my 
body image as I have proved to myself 
that I can become stronger and have a 
slightly more supple figure and al] 
the other added benefits of being more 
physically fit. 

One of the biggest challenges of 
being physically challenged is break- 
ing down the myths and barriers others 
have about you. It is not unlike 
breaking down the myths and barriers 
around homosexuality. People get 
these strange thoughts into their heads 
like: 

1. If you are physically challenged 
you must be mentally challenged. Well, 
sometimes we feel mentally exhausted 
in having to keep up with good strong 
images of ourselves and proving our 
capabilities. This can leave a person 
exhausted, confused, irritable and 
babbling in the corner over their 
bottle of Nanton Water and therefore 
may appear at times mentally challenged 


a bso. 

2. If you are physically challenged 
you are not capable of doing a full 
day's work at a regular job. Now, 
for me this is not true. I do my best 
to work in three fitness classes a week 
as wel! as go to the club twice a week 
and work at an 8 hour a day job ina 
residence, not to mention keeping up 
with the day to day care cf myself, 
my own apartment, friendships, family 
and so on, 

For some of my physically chal- 
lenged lesbian sisters I know that 
the fatigue factor does enter as it 
is a part of their physically chal- 
lenging condition to tire out quickly. 
However, this does not mean they are 
not capable of keeping a regular job. 

Things they have to consider are: 
accessibility to their workplace (e.g. 
wheelchair ramps), washroom sizes, 
door frame sizes, the amount of room 
in an office and how they are to get 
toad. from nero t rce: 

Wheelchair accessibility and the 
other areas of accessibility are what 


is keeping a Tot of us physi caleky 
challenged lesbians out of the scene. 
Even Womonspace's office is inacces- 
Sible by wheelchair and I know be- 
cause a friend of mine who got help 

to get up that floor of the Womyn's 
building where the office is located, 
could not get back out of the building. 

I could not bring her to a dance 
because of all the steps going into 
the hall and going up to the washrooms. 
Getting invand Out Of Gene iclubeis ad 
major feat, though I know with deter- 
mination persons in wheelchairs have 
done it but only once or twice. 

3. If you are physically challenged 
you are not a sexual being. Well, to 
make it short and sweet, of all the 
physically challenged lesbians that I 
know we can and have all been sexual 
with others and it did not have to be 
done in any strange manner or by using 
any strange devices. In fact another 
physically challenged lesbian and my- 
self are developing a workshop to be 
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given on sexuality and the physically 
challenged woman. 

I know this is one of the more vun- 
erable areas in my life, but as I have 
learned to understand it is a very 
vunerable area in most, if not all 
womyn's lives, so therefore I no longer 
have to feel different because of my 
physically challenging situation. 

I am going to end this piece I 
have written by talking about how 
Womonspace and lesbians have helped 
me accept who I am. As I look back 
when I was a teenager and going through 
the traumatic times of adjustment it 
was three lesbian women (an unknown 
factor at the time) who continually 
helped to reinforce the fact in me 
that I was a loveable and capable per- 
son and that I had great potential. 

Two lesbians were the women who 
taught me self-defence that gave me 
a new strong, confident outlook on and 
about my body and how I could look 
after myself. Also, when I was start- 
ing out in the fitness center and 


fumbling around trying to figure out 
what I could or could not do, it was 
two or more lesbians (again, an unknown 
factor at the time) who kept a watch- 
ful eye and encouraging voice and hand 
around to keep me going and teach me 
how to exercise properly. 

Lesbain women and other women such 
as my mother, aunts, cousins and friends 
have learned to look past my physically 
challenging situation and see the per- 
son I really am. I feel comfortable 
in the women's community because I get 
to be me. Whether that I happy or sad, 
tidy or untidy, organized or unorgan- 
ized, you women have been out there 
and have stuck it through. 

Womonspace Dances gave me a place 
to learn and then use cooking and 
organizational skills and also gave 
me a place to meet and grow with other 
women like myself. Even though many 
women are not physically challenged 
to the same degree as I am, they may 
have glasses, a bad knee, bad back, 
bad hip joints, arthritis, weight 


problems, hearing problems, stamina 
and endurance problems, learning dis- 
abilities, emotional problems or what- 
ever. We are the same in the love 
and caring we have for other women. 


I may not always say hi or talk to 
all of the many women in our commun- 
ity that I admire, but that is only 
due to my shyness and feelings of 
nervousness or lack of self confidence 
(I have to have these; I am only human) 
I care about women a lot and I try to 
be around for as many people as I can 
for what I have to offer. 

Womonspace offers a lot of poten- 
tial places for women who are just 
coming out or coming into the city 
or just getting back into the swing 
of things to meet. There is a lot 
of acceptance and support for the 
physical and mental challenges all 
of us face in the women's community 
and Womonspace. 

When I get really frustrated at 
my shortcomings, I just sit back and 
remember, BE PATIENT, THE GODDESSES 
AREN'T FINISHED WITH ME YET. So 
long for now. 


Janet C. 
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Lady D. G. 
MUSIC FOR ANY OCCASION 
WEDDING, STAFF PARTY, BANQUET, DANCES 
REASONABLE RATES 


FOR MORE INFO. CALL Ann at 487-8059 
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MOTIONS PASSED 
- At The June General Meeting - 


- That Womonspace purchase the new busi- 
ness cards under the condition of only 
paying half the price due to the fact 
that they were only printed on one 

Side. 


- That Womonspace hold their Annual 
General Meeting on September 28, 1986 
at 2 p.m.; upstairs area of the Womyn's 
Building. 


- That during the A.G.M., the after- 
noon include the recognition and appre- 
ciation of persons who have partici- 
pated and have been invaluable in 
maintaining our Society, and that 

a committee be set up to make a recom- 
mendation at the August General Meeting 
as to how the above will be performed 
and what kind of expense this will en- 
tail. 


- That Womonspace complete a survey 
in our community by the following 
procedure; to obtain precise informa- 
tion from our community to reinforce 
or give Womonspace new direction and 
to generate new interest and under- 
standing of Womonspace. Procedure: 


1. Set up a Committee, maximum of 
three womyn to give direction to the 
surveyor. 


2. The Committee will be responsi- 
ble for interviewing applicants, and 
to assist in the set up of the question- 
naire and compiling of data. 


3. To reimburse a womon with an 
honorarium to take on the task of de- 
Signing, phoning, distributing and 
compiling data as guided by the com- 
mittee. 


4. Task estimated to take 160 hours 
to complete, approximately 200 contacts. 


5. Application to be kept in confi- 
dence and reviewed only by the Commit- 
tee. The Committee to make their recom- 
mendation at a Board Meeting for final 
approval. 


6. Applications will be open to any 
womon (18 years or older). 


7. Data will be available at the 
September Annual Meeting ready for 
use by the 1986/87 Board of Directors. 


8. Honorarium to be $1,000.00 Net/ 
Clear for the contract. 


- That Womonspace spend up to $150.00 
on purchasing a new pamphlet including 
typesetting and printing. 

- That Womonspace book Bonnie Doon 
Hall at $300.00 per month rent and 
$200.00 damage deposit from September 
1986 until December 1987. 


- That instead of a July regular dance, 
Womonspace will donate our liquor per- 
mit and assist in the July's Pub Night 
at the Womyn's Building. 
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Front Cover: from the book, Yantras 
(Diagrams of Energy) of Womanlove, 


by Tee Corinne, The Naiad Press, Inc. 
19325 
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GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 
e 


Wednesday nights are womyn's night 
at the Gay Alliance Toward Equality. 
Drop-in at #104, 10173 - 104 Street, 
between 7 and 10 p.m. Monday to Satur- 
day wounde ye rrom:c. 1607.5. Deiin.0 Call 
424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers 
peer counselling on a personal and 
confidential level and has an excel- 
lent library. Drop-in to see Deb, 
Catherine and Brenda on Wednesdays, 
Cheryl on Monday and Noreen on Friday. 


NATIONAL LESBO TOUR 
- Final Edition - 


When I last wrote here, I'd just 
had two terrific days at the Lesbian 
Archives in Kenora. From there, I 
proceeded south and eastward across 
the country searching out contacts 
with rural lesbian communities. 

Although I had contacts in various 
towns, I encountered problems with 
actually reaching them. In trying 
to call long-distance to set up meet- 
ings, I was unable to bill the calls 
to my home number most of the time 
because no one would be home to okay 
the billing. 

As a result, often I'd just turn 
up somewhere and phone my contact 
from there. If nobody answered over 
the course of the day, I then had to 
decide whether to push on, or how 
long to wait. Sc the end of this sad 
tale is that I could raise no one, not 
a soul, in Thunder Bay, in spite of 
knowing there's a long-standing women's 
community there. 

So, I pressed on along the road. 
Driving around Lake Superior is always 
a treat - rough and rugged, rocky and 
hilly, but wounderful clear water, 
icy cold - lots to see. Its a long 
trip around the Lakehead, but it's 
broken up by great places to stop and 
hike and lots of good camping. 

Around Nipigon, I saw someone quite 
female-looking hitchhiking. Surprise - 
what womon in her right mind would 
hitch alone, wayout here? Either 
pretty tough or pretty trusting. So, 

I picked her up and discovered she 

was from Germany, hitching alone across 
Canada. She'd heard how safe and kind 
Canadians were! 

More driving - what a long, long day. 
I stopped in White River to get gas 
and went to the local industry - huge 


gift shops. They had T-shirts saying, 
"White River, -72 degrees, coldest 
Spot in Canada". Makes Edmonton seem 
positively balmy. Driving on down to 
Sault Ste. Marie - no contacts there 
either; quite disappointing. There 
used 'to be, according to the rumour 
mill, a good community here too. 


By the end of the day I'd made it to 

Massey, Ontario - a distance of about 
700 miles from Thunder Bay; the long- 
est part of the trip. 

I was now well on my way into cen- 
tral Ontario and did it ever seem 
crowded and civilized after the space 
of the prairies and Lakehead. I had 
a good-sounding contact in North Bay - 
they'd written me a great letter, but 
again I could raise no one. How disap- 
pointing. As this trip progressed, I 
realized I probably needed about four 
months of time at least and twice as 
much money. Also, that this kind of 
tour could really be done about every 
other year as groups change and grow. 

My next major stop was Peterborough. 
Here I managed to spend about three 
quite rewarding days. I met some 
dynamite womyn, had good talks and got 
a good feeling. The lesbian community 
there seems to have coalesced mainly 
around their Sexual Assault Center, 
although there is a gay and lesbian 
group at Trent University. I met many 
great womyn in Peterborough and met 
some new contacts too. Peterborough 
is fairly close to Toronto, but seems, 
in terms of its lesbian community quite 
self-sufficient and a bit of a center 
for the rural lesbians around about. 
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At this point in the trip, I real- 
ized I couldn't go everywhere I'd 
wanted to. Time and money constraints 


mostly, made this impossible. I de- 
cided that I'd have to do Toronto and 


south-western Ontario next trip, when- 
ever that is. 

On the road again, I headed towards 
Montreal and the Maritimes. I by- 
passed Cornwall where there is sup- 
posed to be a gay and lesbian associa- 
tion, but after two letters and no 
reply, I had to make a decision. 

I made it through Montreal's crazy 
freeway system one night at rush hour 
and didn't get lost, which I've done 
before, for sure, and on out into the 
countryside where I picked out a place 
to camp and bango - tire failure! 
While exiting off the highway (now it's 
dark and raining hard awhile) I ran 
smack into a load of bricks spilled on 
a curve. 

I crept into the campground and 
slept in my truck. It rained fiercely 
ali night and my camper leaked. In 
the morning - tire problems. There 
was a big hole in one tire and the 
rest were not looking any too great. 
With only one spare, it made for a 
touchy situation. 


Then more problems - I couldn't 
get the wheel bolts off and had to 
creep to the nearest station on the 
Side of the road. It was only a 
gas pump and the guy there and me 
together couldn't get the damn bolts 
‘spa 

So, I crept along a little further 
and found a service station. Now, 
granted, my french isn't perfect, but 
I can make myself understood. However, 
after asking for what I needed, a 
bunch of weird things happened before 


I realized they wouldn't serve me. 
This hadn't happened to me in Quebec 
for many vears. 

I spent too much time wandering 
the country-side to get a stupid tire 
changed and managed to miss my con- 
tact about 80 miles away. By now 
it was clear I needed new tires. Not 
one, or even two; but suddenly in the 
middle of nowhere, I needed a whole 
set right away. Thank goodness for 
plastic money! 

By the time I reached central New 
Brunswick, I had new tires anda bet- 
ter outlook on life. I met some old 
friends and talked about the state 
of lesbian life in the Maritimes. 

The communities in both Fredericton 
and Moncton are active, longstanding 
and busy. 

I met my oldest and dearest friend 
and we toured Nova Scotia and P.E.1. 
It stormed, rained and blew and the 
tent fell down twice and ripped, but 
we went driving around beautiful P.E.1. 
One stormy day I bought red plastic 
lobsters to decorate the truck - when 
you're wet, cold and the tent's ripped, 
something silly can make a lot of dif- 
ference. 


We had no luck whatsoever in loca- 
ting any lesbian presence in P.E.I. 
In the years I lived in the Maritimes 
I could never find any either. There 
must be lesbians somewhere there - 
after all we are everywhere! (I have 
Since found out, however, there is a 
women's network and women's center 
now). 

Nova Scotia was a treat, as usual. 
There's been a strong and to some 


degree visible gay community in Halifax 


for a number of years. I spent some 


Halifax was also the place where I 
fell down, almost into the 20 foot 
deep moat around the Citadel and thor- 
oughly sprained my ankle. Driving the 
3,000 or so miles home was tricky. 
Although the lack of specific contact 
in Halifax was disappointing, it was 
in general quite renewing. 


Then off to a little place called 
River John where I found some dykes 
who run an annual lesbian retreat 


called 'Wild Wimmin Don't Get the Blues’. 


As one of my last stops in the east, 

I was particularily looking forward 

to this one and they had just left on 
vacation. Ah well. Perhaps there is 
something to learn there. 

The remainder of the trip home to 
Edmonton was a lot of fast driving, 
looking for places to camp, in between 
staying with people. By now it was 
mid-September and most campgrounds 
had been closed for two weeks already. 

I had a really good visit in Sud- 
bury, where there is an active and 
busy lesbian presence. All in all 
I'd say the lesbians in Canada are a 
strength to be reckoned with. We are 
everywhere, from the big cities to 
the smallest rural areas. It just 
takes patience and perserverance to 
connect. 

So, if you're travelling this sum- 
mer, check out the area you are in for 


the local group. Chances are they're 
friendly - everyone I met was. If 
you don't have the time to sort through 
back issues of Womonspace News for ad- 
dresses, then the best source of con- 
tacts if the 'Network' section of 
"BodyePalitic.. It's available at 
Common Woman Books. 

Happy travelling: 


time at the Women's Information Resource 
and Referral Service in Halifax and 

found the womon there extremely accom- 
modating; we talked of womyn's resources, 
etc., and she must have phoned at least 

a dozen people for me - all to no avail. 
Terribly disappointing. But, I left 

the usual complement of Womonspace pam- 
phlets, etc. with her. 


CONTACT LIST 


ONTARIO 


Sudbury All Gay Alliance (S.A.G.A.) 
Box 1092, Stn. B. 
Sudbury, Ont. P3E 4S6 


Northern Women's Center 
69 N. Court St. 
Thunder Bay, Ont. P7A 4T7 


Gay Fellowship of North Bay 
Box 665 
Callendar, Ont. POH 1HO 


Peterborough Sexual Assault Center 
See the Peterborough Phone Book 


QUEBEC 


Cannot vouch for any Quebec addresses 
as none replied to letters and con- 
tacts there were missed. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


Nothern Lambaa Nord 
Box 990 Caribou 
Maine, U.S.A. 04736 
*This contact was included, as 
Maine and N.B. gays work together. 


Fredericton Lesbians & Gay Men (FLAG) 
Box 1556, Stn. A. 
Fredericton, N.B. E3B 5G2 


Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton (G.L.M.) 
C.P. 7102 
Riverview, N.B. 


Lesbian & Gay OrganiZation - Saint 
John (L.A.G.0. - S.J.) 
Box 6494 
Saint John, N.B. E2L 4R9 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Gay Alliance for Equality (G.A.E.) 
Box 3611, Halifax South Postal Stn. 
Halifax, N.S. B3J 3K6 
*Also Gayline (same address), phone 
(902) 423-1389. 


Women's Information Resource & Refer- 
ral Service (W.I.R.R.S.) 
1593 Dresden Row 
Halifax, N.S. B3J 2kK4 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Gay Association in Newfoundland (GAIN) 
Box 1364, Stn. C 
St. John's, Newfoundland A1C 5N5 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Women's Network 
P.O. Box 233 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. C1A 7K4 


Another good place to look for con- 
tact and information generally, is 
Lesbian Connection, a newsletter 
from the states. L.C. publishes a 
“Contact Dyke" list regularily with 
womyn and womyn's resources from 
around the world. Womonspace library 
has copies, or it's also available at 
Common Woman Books. It's a great pa- 
per. 


BECAUSE WE CANT 
HAVE SEXUAL GOINGS 
ON IN THIS OFFICE! 


YOU RE FIRED!! 
HOMOSEXUALS 


TO WORK HERE 


SURVEY NEEDED 
CoularYou Do The vob? 


If you'd be interested in making a 
thousand dollars clear this summer by 
conducting a survey of the lesbian com- 
munity for Womonspace, then please 
apply in writing by July 15th. 

Send a brief resume to: Womonspace, 
Pin LO04. LO055) =" llUestreet=) Edmonton: 
Tok 135>— Your application wi liebe 
held in the strictest of confidence. 

For more information read the job 
description in this Newsletter under 
the heading, ‘Motions Passed At The 
July General Meeting', or call the 
information line at 424-/040 and leave 
a message. We'll get back to you. 


OO Or ee Oe ee ee 


BOARD POSITIONS OPEN 


Womonspace needs three volunteers 
for positions on their Board of Direc- 
tors. The positions available are 
those of President, Vice-President 
and Activities Director. Their res- 
ponsibilities are described as follows: 


PRESIDENT - Chairperson, signing offi- 
cer and spokesperson for Womonspace. 


VICE-PRESIDENT - Acts as president in 
president's absence, heads a committee 
and acts as a liason between other or- 
ganizations and Womonspace. 


DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE OF ACTIVITIES - Pro- 
motes culutral entertainment and recre- 
ation for the members. 


In order to run for any of these 
positions you must be a member of good 
standing for a minimum of 30 days. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Womonspace will be holdings its 
Annual General Meeting on September 
28th, 1986 - Sunday atec pem=* inthe 
main meeting room of the Womyn's 
Building. t°S now toe: soon to stam 
thinking about what contributions you 
might like to make to the Womonspace 
organization and your community. 

Elections will be held at this time 
for all positions on the Board of 
Directors. “This 1s) your oppo riage, 
to get involved. 
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METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 


Last month in the June Issue of 
WOMONSPACE, Metropolitan Community 
Church (MCC) was incorrectly described 
as being a Protestant religious organ- 
ization. In actual fact) MCC3iceaan= 
denominational. Sorry for the error. 


JUNE DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


The June GALA (Gay and Lesbian 
Awareness) Dance was a joint effort 
of Womonspace and GATE (Gay Alliance 
Toward Equality). Womonspace would 
like to thank all the volunteers from 
both organization who helped to make 
this dance a great success. 

It was a pleasure working together 
with GATE members and friends to put 
on this dance for gay men and lesbian 
womyn. We look forward to future 
events like GALA that bring our com- 
munity together again! Thanks every- 
one! 


I didn't want to get involved with LESBIAN NUNS: 
anyone 

I watched my walls crumble 

As I saw you not threatening me 


Breaking Silence 


There is no defense against lack of Rosemary Curb and Nancy Manahan, 
two American ex-nuns have courageously 

threat. , 

; compiled a book of personal stories 
And I was frightened by lesbian nuns, called Lesbian Nuns: 
That I wasn't frightened Breaking Silence. The book has been 
You have a transparent honesty out for some time, but I am still 
That can't be covered up amazed by the number of lesbians I've 


met who have never heard of it. 

It is a fascinating book, as unique 
as the womyn whose life'stories it 
tells. Some have left the convent, 
while others remain; some have re- 
jected God and Church, while others 


I reached out to you and pulled back 
Watching you do the same 

Were you a reflection on crystal 
That might shatter and burst 

If I got too close to you? 


Can I get close to you? have grown to see their lesbianism as 
I was afraid everything would get a gift from God. 

serious The religious life, its strengths 
And we'd lose the magic we had and weaknesses, is richly described. 
But we touched Anyone whose ever contemplated becom- 


ing a nun, to escape marriage and 
heterosexual society, will find the 
book a real eye-opener. 

Each individual's struggle to come 
to terms with her lesbianism and still 
I love you. maintain a sense of spiritual self, 


JOO OOOO OOO OOOO. is both interesting and inspiring. 


Dont te miss: +t 
There was a cold wind Deborah 
Blowing through my mind last night 
I came home being down 
fee there +> +o oO 
To give me a hug 
And let me know you care 
You let me open up 
Little by little 


And you didn't dissolve 

The magic got deeper 

The love is real 

It was worth getting involved 


DROP-IN HOSTESS 


Asked a question Is there anybody out there who can 
That gave me permission Spare one night a month to host a 

To bare my soul lesbian drop-in at Womonspace? We 

I bled out the pain and poison of the need a volunteer for the fourth Thurs- 
past day of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. 
With your gentleness and patient under- Please, help by offering your time 
standing to welcome new and older members of 

I healed a little more our community who need safe, relaxed 
Thank you my love. and non-alcohol environment to meet 


KM socially each week. 


PSoUeE 


"re Newletter Committee decided at 
sseir last meeting that they would like 
+o have as the topic of the July issue 
of WOMONSPACE NEWS: stereotypes. I 
nave aften wondered where they come 
from and why some lesbians fit the 
stereotype picture of a dyke, while 
others tend to defy them. 

If you have any ideas or opinions 
on this topic, please send them to 
WOMONSPACE NEWS, Rm. 104, 10055 - 

110 Street, T5K 1J5. We also welcome 
submissions on any subject of inter- 
est to the lesbian community. 

Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
So start writing today and don't for- 
get to give a contact number where 
we can reach you and let us know how 
you wish your article to be credited. 


Wve Os 
HOEY 


Deborah 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday night from 7 to 9 
p.m., Womonspace holds a regular drop- 
in at the Womyn's Building in the 
second floor meeting room. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. For coffee 
and conversation, join us this Thurs- 
day: 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next Newsletter meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, July 15th at 
7:30 p.m. in the Womonspace office 
(Om. L041 00S See ORSt veet.) e Any 
interested womon is welcome to attend. 


We can always use new ideas and energy: 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) 
athe Pa30 Pie The next ones ‘on July 
8th. Everyone is welcome! 


s 


SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE 
- Lesbian Incest Group - 


The Sexual Assault Centre will be 
Starting another group for lesbian 
incest Survivors: to start Tnuthes fall. 
Lesbians interested in working to over- 
come the effects of incest in a group 
setting, must commit themselves to 
a 12 week program of meetings. For 
more information, call Jean or Tracey 
at 424-4102 or the Crisis Line at 
423-4102. 


CAMROSE SUPPORT GROUP 


Lesbians in the Camrose area who 
are interested in socializing with 
other gays and/or joining a support 
group, please cantact Janet Beebe. 
Phone 679-0268 or write Box 1566, 
Camrose, Alberta, T5V 1X4. 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


If you are interested in helping 
plan our monthly dances, don't miss 
the next meeting of the Dance Gommit- 
tee on July 24th, the last Thursday 
of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Womyn's Building 


SPECIAL DROP-IN 
- July 31st - 


As our special guest, Amanda 
LeRougetel from AWSAC (Alberta Status 
of Women Action Committee) will facil- 
jitate a workshop on ‘pay equity' (equal 
pay for work of equal value) at our 
drop-in on Thursday, July 3lst at 7 p.m. 

We feel this is a very important 
issue for all womyn and a unique opor- 
tunity for lesbian womyn to become in- 
formed. Please attend! 


Activities ~ 


WOMYN'S PUB NIGHT 
- Saturday, July 5 - 


Don't miss this! Another relaxed 
evening of dancing and conversation 
at the Edmonton Women's Building will 
be held July 5th starting at 8 p.m. 
Free childcare is available on site. 
Call 424-6685 for more information. 
They are getting better all the time: 


LESBIAN GATHERING 


ASWAC (Alberta Status of Women Ac- 
tion Committee) members interested in 
lesbian visibility within ASWAC and 
the women's movement in general are 
invited to meet Sunday, July 20 at 
noon in Camrose. 
Phone Janet at 679-0268 for details. 


CALGARY POTLUCKS 


The Lesbian Mothers Defence Fund 
of Calgary will be holding a potluck 
on Sunday, July /th at noon at Fish 
Creek Park for a barbecue. Call 
Marilyn at 281-4114 for location. 

Also, on Sunday, August 24th, they 
will be meeting at Centenary Park by 
the Zoo, for another barbecue. Call 
Lynn at 264-6328 for exact location. 

If you happen to be in Calgary on 
either of these dates, don't hesitate 
to give the contact people a call and 
meet some new people. 


Oe ae 


Bring a picnic lunch. 


CAMPOUT AT MINNOW LAKE 
meduly-254= 27) — 


For the third year in a row, Womon- 
space will be having a lesbian camp- 
out at the private government campsite 
on Minnow Lake. The camping is free 
and inaccessible to the general public. 
However space is limited, so we ask 
that you book ahead by calling Womon- 
space at 424-7040 or Deb (camp-out co- 
ordinator) at 421-0790. 

To get there, go west on Highway 
16 passed Nojack, Carrot Creek and 
the Peers turnoff. Turn left (south) 
at the Minnow Lake/Wolf Lake Camp- 
ground sign and follow the map below 
to the Minnow Lake Campsite Gate. 

This final leg of your journey will 
take approximately 30 minutes. 

Womonspace reserves the right to 
refuse entrance to anyone who has not 
booked ahead or to eject any womon 
from the campsite who creates a dis- 
turbance of any kind. We hope to 
make this a relaxed weekend of fun, 
not an excuse to get drunk and rowdy. 
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Nest to Seale 


WOMONSPACE SUMMER 
DANCE - AUGUST 16 


Riverdale Hall ADM. - MEMBERS $5 
9231-100 Ave. NON < $6 


8:30 pm to 1:30am 


door prize 
No July Dance - Pub Nite July 5 (see inside) 


w= yr & Ae. 
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